
 
 
 

 
Dear Readers: 
 
It has been a week filled with sadness and tragedy, when the fragility of life and the pain that the 
absence of peace engenders becomes all too clear.  Our hearts go out to the families in mourning; 
we join all bônai Y israel in offering our most sincere hopes for the safe return of Gilad Shalit and 
the safety of all of those who protect Israel is paramount.   
 
A community of greater caring is developing at Beth Israel Medical Center in New York. We 
introduce the plans for this special resource and look forward to bringing you more information in 
the weeks to come, And, for those who find healing in music, find out how to win Broadway tick-
ets. 

Good wishes to all for peace, for Shalom, in the week to come. 
Maxine Dovere 

The E ditorôs Letter 

June 29, New York - Beth Israel Medical 
Center is seeking its roots.  The historic 
hospital is actively working to revitalize 
its renowned position as health provider to 
the Jewish community with the inaugura-
tion of a Hebrew language medical ser-
vice.. 
Founded more than a century ago to serve 
the needs of the then burgeoning immi-
grant population, the medical center re-
mains true to its heritage.  In 2006, this 
1,368 bed teaching hospital, which, from 
its inception, has been ñdedicated to serv-
ing a vulnerable populationò, continues 
this tradition as the hospital responds to 
the increasingly serious health needs it has 
recognized among the Israeli population in 
the New York metropolitan area and 
throughout America. 
Dr. David Shulkin, recently appointed 
President and CEO of Beth Israel 
Medical Center, is deeply sensitive to the 
hospitalôs com m unity responsibilities, 
noting that the medical center has a long 
history of service to diverse communities, 
and especially to the varied Jewish com-
munities in New York City.  Its academic 
and clinical achievem ents, its ñhistory of 
progressive and innovative careò all help 
the hospital provide excellent care. Fur-
ther, it is the only major hospital in Man-
hattan that maintains a strictly kosher 
kitchen. 
Yet, the Director indicated, there was 
som e feeling that the hospitalôs com m u-
nity connections had w eakened.  ñW e are 
now putting a great deal of energy and 
resources (together) for the Jewish com-
m unity,ò he noted.  U sing its broad base of 
resources, including access to large num-

bers of multilingual physicians and staff 
from traditional and secular Jewish com-
munities, the medical center plans much 
more out reach. 
Of significant interest and specific impor-
tance to the Israeli community in America 
is B eth Israelôs com m itm ent to launch a 
Hebrew Speaking Medical Service Initia-
tive. Dr. Shulkin stresses that the medical 
centerôs s prim ary focus is ñto offer health 
care in a culturally sensitive way, primar-
ily to Israeli nationalsé  (w ith) physicians 
in many specialties who speak Hebrew, 
who understand the cultural and specific 
health needs of Israelis, and can provide 
care w ithout barriers.ò 
To implement this important program, Dr. 
David Shulkin is recruiting a staff of phy-
sicians and support team s that ñreally un-
derstand the com m unity and support it.ò  
An Advisory Board that recognizes the 
mission and the methodology designed to 
provide medical care is being put into 
place. Educational sessions and material 
on public health issues ï  presented in He-
brew ï  w ill help ñprovide access to care in 
a way that makes Israelis feel comfortable 
- so many problems in health care, from 
medical errors to missed opportunities, 
happen because of communications issues.  
We want to eliminate communications 
problem s.ò 
 
T he P rogram ôs anticipated launch date is 
September 1, 2006.  The hospital, working 
with several Israeli companies, is develop-
ing Hebrew language communications 
systems and plans to utilize state of the art 
Israeli manufactured medical equipment 
such as G iven Industryôs endoscopy m ini 

cams.  
The service will be thoroughly client ori-
ented, providing assistance in many areas, 
from securing housing during treatment 
through finding solutions to both simple 
and/or complex situations. Even a 
ñconciergeò service to assist w ith non -
m edical requests w ill be established. ñT he 
needs of the Israelis can be very different 
from  the orthodox crow dò observes D r. 
Shulkin. 
With the help of dedicated Hebrew speak-
ing members of its staff, including Dr. 
David Sekons, a respected surgeon with 
Israeli roots, and one of the key physicians 
organizing the program, the hospital is 
reaching out to physicians with fluency in 
Hebrew who are interested in caring for 
Israelis seeking medical attention.  Beth 
Israel estimates that about 250,000 Israelis 
live in the metropolitan area (a number 
that may actually be significantly lower 
than the actual population), and expected 
that about 1 % - some 2500 people - will 
use the service in its first year of opera-
tion. 
Asked about the availability of treatment 
for those in the community without finan-
cial or insurance resources, Dr. Shulkin 
assured that no one would be denied com-
plete m edical care. ñW e have a century old 
association with HIAS, the Hebrew Immi-
grant Aid Society that began in the 1800.  
We serve the community regardless of its 
ability to pay.  Beth Israel can provide 
financial assistance to anyone with an in-
come below 300 % of the federal poverty 
level.ò 
ñT his isò says D r. S hulkin, ña learning 
experience. We are not doing it to build a 
profit center. This is a community that 

needs support, and our administration 
wants to provide that support. We want to 
be the premier place that an Israeli would 
look to in the New York area. We want to 
let everyone know about the opening of 
the service ï  to know we are prepared to 
take care of patients no matter what their 
financial needs - and we know how to do 
that - it is not a big issue.ò  
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�+ �H�D�U�L�Q�J ���O�R�V�V���F�K�D�Q�J �H�V���F�K �L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���± and 
their families �± lives.  When Elana 
Levy discovered her Israeli-American 
children suffered from significant hear-
ing loss, she was devastated. Yet, 
Elchanan, who suffers from a severe 
and progressive hearing loss, just fin-
ished pre-1A at Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; 
Adina, whose mild conductive hearing 
loss was temporary, recently finished 
kindergarten at Prospect Park Ye-
shiva. Both are fully functioning chil-
dren, students in their appropriate 
grade level at two mainstream schools 
through the help received at the Audi-
tory Oral School of New York 
(AOSNY). 
AOSNY is located on Ralph Avenue in 
Brooklyn, New York. Each year, more 

than 250 children and their families 
pass through AOSNY doors on their 
way to better lives. The students come 
from all walks of life and the lan-
guages used at the school include 
English, Hebrew, Yiddish, Spanish, 
Farsi, Japanese, Mandarin, Urdu, 
Russian and Polish.   
�³�: �K �H�Q�� �( �O�F�K�D�Q�D�Q�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �D�W�� �$ �2 �6 �1 �< ����
he could barely speak. The teachers 
thoroughly immersed him in language 
and worked with an FM sound amplifi-
cation system that allowed measure-
ment of his hearing potential and how 
it was being maximized. They discour-
aged lip reading, and went to great 
lengths to make him listen and speak. 
The difference that year made in 
terms of his ability to verbally commu-

nicate was beyond anything 
we thought would be possi-
ble. Now he speaks Hebrew 

�D �Q�G���( �Q�J �O�L�V�K���D�P �D�]�L�Q �J �O�\���Z �H�O�O���´ 
�$ �G�L�Q�D �¶�V���K �H�D�U�L�Q�J �� �O�R�V�V�� �Z �D�V�� �Q�R�W���V�H�Q�V�R-
neural. The school observed the 
�F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���V�W�U�H�Q�J �W�K�V���D�Q�G���Z �H �D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G��
helped the family �F�R �S�H�� �Z �L�W�K�� �W�K�H�P ���� �³�,��
�Z �D�V�� �V�R�� �R �Y�H�U�Z �K�H�O�P �H�G�� �E �\�� �( �O�F�K�D �Q�D �Q�¶�V��
hearing problems; I might never have 
noticed �« �7 �K�H�� �$ �2 �6 �1 �< �� �V�W�D�I�I��
was terrific. They helped us accom-
�S �O�L�V�K ���W�K�H ���L�P �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��� �́��V�D �L�G���( �O�D �Q�D�� 
 �$ �2 �6 �1 �< �� �I�R �O�O�R �Z �V�� �W�K�H�� �F�K �L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�� �S �U�R��
gress and supports the families.  
Though they are program alumni, El-
chanan and Adina and their parents 
have the resources of the school avail-
able for advice, presentations, classes 
and lectures about issues and topics 
important to the hearing- impaired. 
Workshops on cochlear implants and 

similar high tech advances are pre-
�V�H�Q�W�H�G�������,�W���L�V���³�Y�H�U�\���K �H �O�S�I�X �O���D�Q�G���Z �H���X �Q��
derstand that their goal is help our son 
�W�K�U�L�Y�H�����« �,�W�¶�V���H �Q�F�R�X�U�D�J �L�Q �J ���W�R���N�Q�R�Z ���W�K�D�W��
�R�W�K�H�U�� �S �H�R�S �O�H�� �K �D �Y�H�� �E �H�H�Q�� �« �� �D�E �O�H�� �W�R��
help their children lead almost com-
pletely normal lives. �³���� 
To find out more about the school, 
visit www.auditoryoral.org on the net 
or call 718-531-1800, ext.  

A DIFFERENCE YOU CAN HEAR By Jeanette Friedman 
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